
 

Wairau Valley School 

 “Managing Successfully in a Complex World” 

  

Term 4, Week 4                    Thursday 3 November 2016 

  

School Wide Competency:  Relating to Others  

Dear Parents/Caregivers,  

Kia ora koutou, 

Message from Principal:  

Hi everyone, 
It has been a very busy and eventful Term so far, with a lot of news to share.  
The Ski Trip was a fabulous day at Rainbow Ski Field with many family  
members coming along to share in the day with the children.  The day was a 
big hit, with some children trying skiing for the first time. 
Pets Day was another great day for the school, with the students showing off 
their pets and many creative talents.  We are very grateful to Rachel 
McConway for organising this event, and adding such humour and fun to the 
occasion!  Thank you also to the many helpers and supporters who gave their 
time to help out, without your support this event would not be possible. 
The Year 3-8 Camp at Bridge Valley (Wakefield) took place last week and was 
an amazing experience for the children.  The activities provided were  
extremely challenging, all of the children should be very proud of what they 
achieved.  We look forward to bringing you the stories and photos in the next  
Newsletter. 
We are very lucky to have Olympic Ambassador, Brooke Neal, come to the 
school for a visit next Thursday.  Brooke was in Rio for Hockey and her team 
was placed 4th.  We are looking forward to her visit. 
I have included some information in the newsletter about the Blenheim  
Community of Learning.  This initiative focuses on raising student achievement 
for the 21 schools in the Marlborough region.  It is important and relevant infor-
mation for parents. 
Teachers are working hard currently on preparing school reports and we look 
forward to sending these home to you by the end of the month.  We also look 
forward to meeting with parents at interview time and during our Parent  
Evening on 25 November.   
Have a great weekend. 
Regards, 
Karen 



 

While Miss McDonald was away on 

camp last week, the Year 1 & 2  

children did some  great art work!   

Flower art with  relieving teacher  

Mrs Martin and pasta skeletons with 

relieving teacher Mr Livingstone. 

We have been learning about our  

skeletons.  First we each drew what 

we thought our skeleton looked 

like, then we made and labelled a  

‘pasta’ skeleton. 

 
Steve Livingstone 



                         

This term the senior class are looking forward to 

joining the SNAG Golf in Schools Programme. 

The programme will run for three consecutive 

afternoons with a focus on having fun while 

learning the basics of golf. Hopefully this might 

inspire some of our students to make use of the 

wonderful golf course we have in our ‘backyard’. 

     The Year 3-8 camp at Bridge 

Valley was awesome! 

 Tons of photos and stories to 

come in the next newsletter. 



All the children had a  

ski lesson as part of the  

Ski Package at  

Rainbow Ski Field. 

A great start to a great day  

of skiing. 



There were ‘ups’ and ‘downs’ as 

some skiers fell over.... some skiers 

showed off their skills.... and some 

skiers just tried hard to keep their 

ski’s pointing straight ahead! 

Billy and Paddy 

Ryan looked very 

comfortable as 

they enjoyed a 

break in their 

busy day! 



Our new Teacher Aide, Sara, showed 

some great skills on the day — which she 

put to great use! 

Jack shows he can stay upright when it 

counts (below) and Oakley and Tom 

show great concentration (bottom). 



Toboggan Fun!! 

Some pretty amazing tobogganing skills from  

Kristina, Will, Jemma and Sam—with help from 

Dads Simon Fowler and Nick Anderson. 



Snow fight perhaps? 

Sam, Billy and Will  

enjoy the snow. 

Nic and Jacob (below) 

show off their skiing 

skills and Oakley and 

sister Fern (bottom) had 

a great family day. 



Sidney, Kristina and Sam on the 

tow rope. 

Not always as easy as it looks...... 

especially if your ski’s won’t stay 

pointed the right way! 



On 21 October the school welcomed parents, extended family and  

community members for our annual Pet Day.   

This is a special day that showcases the children and brings our community together. 

It was a cold day, but community spirit was alive and well  

as you will see from the photos!  

Thank you to Rachel McConway for organising this event and also to all the helpers,  

judges and supporters for making such a great day. 



Ruben Griffiths 

Sam Anderson 

Thomas White 

Rakhia Norris 

Jemma Anderson 

Ezekiel Moses 



Emma Harrison-Jones with her horse;  

Damon Jacob, Kristina Vincent, Ella Dow & 

Tom Mockler with their dogs, and  

Connor & Jaidyn Webb with their budgies. 



Congratulations to Jacob Norris for winning Champion Calf and 

Sam Anderson for winning Champion Lamb. 



The Indoor Entries were very creative— 

pictures show some entries for:  

 Pet Rocks, Miniature Garden, Decorated 

Wooden Spoons, Christmas Decorations. 

Congratulations to the winners! 

Entries (right bottom) show 

scrumptious decorated  

cupcakes, pikelets and  

decorated drink bottles. 



 

Stunning displays for  

sand saucers and vases shown.   

The children also created floral entries for 

egg cups, sprays/button holes and  

floating bowls. 

Thank you to those parent/helpers who 

assisted with the floral creations and  

provided flowers. 



The ‘Obstacle Course’ created by  

Rachel McConway ....  

is quickly becoming a Pet Day tradition!  

What will she dream up for next year.....? 



 

Obstacle Course Fun ! 

Jae Brooks, with  

Oakley and Fern; Don 

Stuart with Isabella 

Griffiths; Simon Fowler 

with Jane & Will;  

Rochelle with Katie 

Griffiths and Nick  

Anderson with Tracey 

and Jemma. 



Thank you to Don Stuart for  

entertaining the crowd with his  

dogs and ducks. 

 Also thank you to Kimberley  

Harrison-Jones for her 

equestrian display. 

 



The Pet Day Chocolate Cake Auction has become a fabulous  

fundraiser for the school.  The Chocolate Cake entries are judged and then auctioned 

off to the highest bidder—helped along by Jimmy and Simon Ryan of course! 

Thank you so much to those who made a cake for the auction, 

your cakes raised a total of $500 for the school! 

Congratulations to Vanessa Webb for best tasting cake and  

Tereisia Simiona for best decorated cake. 



2BCoS  

Blenheim Community of Learning  
 

2016 has been a big year for our Community of 21 Schools and now 6 Kindergar-

tens. 

Some key information just to remind our community of what we are all about. 

- Our Community of Learning (CoL) was formed in January 2015 

- The 21 schools collaborated and prepared a proposal focussing on three Achieve-

ment Challenges Focus Areas 

 1. To raise achievement of our students in Literacy & Numeracy with a specific fo-

cus on Maori, Pasifika and Boys. 

2. To raise achievement for those capable students who are under-achieving. 

3. Underpinning the achievement of the CoL targets is the recognition that the well-

being of students is essential. An unhappy, unhealthy or absent child is less able to 

learn.  

- The CoL proposal was submitted to the Ministry of Education in June 2015 and 

was approved in July and signed off by the minister. 

- We appointed our CoL Lead Principals in October and they are  

Karen Stewart (Principal Marlborough Girls College) and 

Simon Heath (Principals Renwick School) 

- In November the appointment of 37 Within School Lead Teachers were con-

firmed.  These Lead Teachers are charged with leading the work of the Achieve-

ment Challenges within their own schools with the support of their principals, the 

CoL Lead Principals and the Across School Lead Teachers. 

- In Term 1 2016, 7 Across School Lead Teachers were appointed and they are 

Chris Grage & Rachael Climo- Marlborough Boys College 

Ann Raynor - Renwick School 

Ange Parsons - Redwoodtown School 

Dona Ferrier-Ferguson, Cathee Wilkes & Claire Hutchison - Springlands School 

The Across School Lead Teacher role is to work closely with and support the With-

in School Lead Teachers in addressing the key achievement challenges of the CoL. 

 

This CoL work is being driven from a Spirals of Inquiry Model basis which focus-

ses on building and developing teacher practice to best impact on student learning 

outcomes.  Our Within and Across School Lead Teachers and Principals have all 

received Professional Learning and Development on this Inquiry model and all 

teachers within the CoL have had the opportunity to learn more and begin develop-

ing their knowledge and skills.  We are very clear on the biggest single factor that 

impacts on student learning and success is the quality of the teacher and the teach-

ing.  Strengthening teacher capability and capacity is at the core of raising student 

achievement.  This work is underway in our schools right now and we are delighted 

with the positive impact and progress our lead teachers both Across and Within are 

making in their schools. 

 



       (Continued) 

 

In 2016 we have provided 2 other professional learning opportunities for our teachers; 

- Colouring in the White Spaces - Dr Anne Milne Principal Kia Aroha College in Auck-

land.  Anne provided a very strong viewpoint on addressing inequity in the system and 

how we can best meet the needs of our Maori and Pasifika students. 

 

- 'Most Likely to Succeed' - Movie/Documentary about a school in the USA  

'High Tech High' which has taken a very different approach to teaching and learning with 

huge success.  Many parents took the opportunity to also attend an evening viewing of 

this movie. 

Our 21 Principals, Marlborough Kindergarten Association (MKA) Manager, including the 

CoL Lead Principals are collaborating regularly to set the vision and direction of our 

CoL.  This work has involved workshops to explore ideas and agree to specific approach-

es and actions, working with our boards of trustees and keeping them up to date with de-

velopments.   To be very clear, it is our principals along with our MKA Manager that are 

fully involved in shaping the agenda for our CoL work.  It is a new level of collaboration 

for this group that is evolving and will no doubt change shape over time and build rigour 

within our CoL. 

The same can be said for our Across and Within Lead Teachers - their work is also very 

much about collaboration at the teaching level.  Sharing best practice and identifying in-

novative ideas and approaches for teacher next practice.  All the time focussing on what is 

happening here for these students and how best can we positively effect their learning. 

Right Now 
- We are setting to appoint our Within School Lead teachers for 2017 

- We are narrowing our focus for 2017 - it has been agreed by all schools and kindergar-

tens that we will be focussing on Writing Achievement across the curriculum with a laser 

focus on Maori, Pasifika and Boys achievement.   

- We are beginning to prepare a Professional Learning and Development proposal to for-

ward to the MOE.  In this proposal we will be seeking expert input and support for all 

schools to assist us to raise achievement in writing. 

- Our Across School Leads will continue to work with and support our Within School 

Leads with their inquiry work. 

- Our CoL Lead Principals are working with the E2 Team from Auckland University ex-

amining our progress so far as a CoL and determining an action plan for 2017. 

- We are about to begin work on consultation with Iwi and Pasifika and our full communi-

ties to help us establish student Graduate Profiles for students turning 5 years old - gradu-

ating from pre school to school, Year 6 students graduating into Year 7&8, Year 8 students 

graduating into our colleges and Year 13 students leaving school. 

Finally - Here in Marlborough (educationally) the spotlight is very much on us nationally 

and to some extent internationally.  Being the very first CoL to be established and operat-

ing has seen us pioneering this work.  We have been called upon to present at national and 

international conferences, Ministerial Education Cross Sector Forums, Education Council 

Aotearoa NZ Leadership Forum and to developing CoLs in Nelson, Auckland, Horo-

whenua, South Canterbury, Southland, Wellington and Whangarei.   

 



        (Continued) 

 

This work is interesting as it gives us an opportunity to reflect on and celebrate the work 

and achievement of our Community of Learning to date.  Whilst we still have some way to 

go, the combined effort of principals, across and within school lead teachers has been im-

mense in helping us reach this point. 

To finish - hot off the press are the published National Education Priorities for the next 3 to 

5 years. 

Pangarau/Maths 

- Putaiao/Science 

- Te Reo matatini (panui,tuhituhi, korero)/ Reading and Writing 

- Digital Fluency 
Our CoL will be working hard to deliver on these priorities over the next 5 years. 

 

Thank you 

 

Simon Heath & Karen Stewart 

CoL Lead Principals 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDRAISING TOTAL FROM PET DAY: 

$1,357.00 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CAME ALONG  

AND SUPPORTED THE SCHOOL 

AND THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSERS: 

COUNTDOWN SPRINGLANDS, NEW WORLD & ROSELANDS 



Wairau Valley Playgroup at the 

Community Hall working hard on 

their Pet Rocks for Pets Day. 



2016 Term Dates: 

Term 1: 2 February – 15 April 

Term 2: 2 May – 8 July 

Term 3: 25 July – 23 September 

Term 4: 10 October – 15 December 

  

2016 Term 4 Special Dates: 

Nov 25:  School Reports sent home 

Nov 25:  Parent Evening 

Nov 29 & 30:  Parent Interviews 

Dec 14:  End of Year Concert 

Dec 15:  Last day 

 

WILL CONTINUE IN TERM 4 

Each Friday 

Lunchtime 

$2 per sausage in bread 

 

 

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Karen O’Donnell (principal@wairauvalley.school.nz)  

Lisa McDonald (lisa.mcdonald@wairauvalley.school.nz) 

Karen Davies (karen.davies@wairauvalley.school.nz 

Lisa Bond (office@wairauvalley.school.nz) 
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